WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

PARLTAMENTARY DEBATES.

THIRD SESSION OF

THE TENTH PARLIAMENT.

A

The Parliament was provoqued on the 8th Jenuary, 1919, until the 7th May, 1919. It was further
prorogued to the 10th June, thew lo 24th July, and ﬁnally to the 31st July, 1919, when it mel
for the deapatch of business ; and the Third Second Session commenced on that day.

" Parliament was opened by Hiz Bucellency the Governor.

Legislative Council,
Thursdey, 81st July, 1919.
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Couneil met at noon pur-

suant to proclamation, which was read by the
Clerk of Parliaments (Me. G, F, Hillman),

' COMMISSIONER.

His Execellency’s Commissioner (the Chief
Tustice, the Hou. Siv Robert Furze McMillan,
Kt.) having enterved the Chamber, a Message
was gent to the Legislative Assembly request-
ing the presence of members in the Couneil
Chamber,

Members of the Assembly having arrived
accordingly, Ilis Hononr the Chief Justice re-
quested thie Clerk to read His Exeelieney’s
Commissicn to o all things necessary in his
uname for the -opening of Parlinment, The
Commission was read,

The Cowmmissioner then read the foliowing
statement:—

Mr, President, Hou. members of ‘the
Legislative’ Council and gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembiy,—

I have it in command from His Excel-
lency the Governor to inform yen that he
will in person in this place declaré the
reasons of his calling this session of Par-
liameut so soon as the members of the
Legislative Couneil notify to him_ that they
have elected their President.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS,

The members of the Legislative Assembly
having retired, the Clerk ol Parliaments read
the Comnnssmu appointing the Chief Justice
to administer the oath of allegiance to newly
elected members.

The (lerk annouunced the return of writs
far the election of members for the East and
‘West Provinees, showing that the Hon.
Charles Farquharson Baxter (East) and the
Hon. Alexander Hugh Panton (West) had
been duly elected.

The Hon. 2. F. Raxter and the Hon. A. H.
Panton took the oath and subseribed the roll.

The Commissioner then left the Chamber.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk of Parliaments reported that
the offiee of President was vacant.

Hon. Bir B. H. WITTENOOM (North):
Owing to the death of the late President, it
becomes necessary to elect 2 new one, and I
therefore have ineh plensure in proposing
the HMon. Walter Kinpsmill as President of
the Loegislative Conneil. Mr, Kingsmill hos
lieen amougst us for a great number of years
aand haa orcupied of different times various
positions in conucetion with the Government
of the State and with Parliament. Of more
recent date the position he has ocenpied—and,
may T add that he has done this with coun-
spienous succesa—has been that of Chairman
of Committees, I lock upon the pogition of
Chairman of Comnnittees as a very arduocus
and  exacting ome. Tt is almoest wmore
arduous than that of President, because
the Chairman of Committees has to preside
over discussions where the laws and rules of
the House are very often more freely inter-
preted than they are in the disenssions -which
take place under the presidency of the Chair.
We muost eongratulate the hon. gentleman
upon the manner-in whicl, under hig Chair-
manship, these discusaions have heen carried
out. T lLave no hesitation in saying, and T

<
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helieve my remarks will be endorsc,d by hon.
members, that the Hon. Walter Kingsmill has
heen snecessful in carrying out satisfactorily
the (oties attached to that position. I am of
opinion, therefore, that we can find no better
nman than he to preside over the deliberations
of the T.egislative Council, and that being so,
T have mueh pleasure in proposing him for
the position of President.

HMon, A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suborban): T have much pleasure in second-
ing the proposal that tbe Hon. Walter Kings-
mill skould be appointed to the position “of
Presidont of the Legislative Council. 1 am
sure we all endorse what has been said by
Sir Edward Wittenoom.” We are fortunate in
being able to avail ourselves of the services
of Mr. Kingsmill in the presidential Chair.
He has had a long and istinguished career,
and has been intimately conneeted with the
government of this State. He commands the
confidence of members of the House, no mat-
ter where they may sit, and, in addition to
that, he is very cxperienced in our procedure.
I am sure, therefore, we shall all welcoine
him in the position of President, especially
as he enjoys the compléte conﬁdenee of mem-
hers of this Chamber.

No other member being proposed

The HMon. W. KINGSMILL rose in his
place and said: T wish to express to hon.
members asserubled bere my deep apprecia-
tion of the homouwr they have donc me in
electing me anopposed to what iz the highest
purely parlinmentary position in the State. T
should be possessed of very mueh less feeling
Ahan I give myselt credit for if I were nob
deeply touched by the confidence hon., mem-
hiors have expressed in me, and by the prac-
tical proof they have given of that confidence.
My expericnee in the Logislative Couneil has
taught me at all eveunts, one thing amongst
many, namely, that this iy a Hovse of fair-
ness aud a Honse of justice. Tt affords to
its officers and Ministers its hearty support
80 long as it is satisfiel—and it always has
been satisfied—that these officers and Minis-
tors ave acting in the best interests of the

. Honse, or in what, in their opinion, is in the

best intevests of the Homse. I feel that I
have before me a very ardupns task in sue-
cceding our late President. That hon. gentle-
pan possessed to a very marked degree the
confidence and respect, and, I may say, the
affection of hon. members of this Chamber.
T have to thank hon. members very heartily,
and herebr make my acknowledgment of the
very high honour they have bestowed upen
me. T submit myself to this Council.

Having been condueted to the Chair,

The PRESIDENT-ELECT said: I beg
again to formally aeknowledge the high
honour which hon. members have bestowed
unon me, and to place myself in the hands
of the Legislative Council.

The MINISTER 'OR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—Enst): As leader of the
House, I desire to congratulate you, Sir, very
heartily npon your election to the office of
President. T feel it i3 unnecessary for me to
gay more than that T am sure I am voicing

the , opinion of all members of the House
when 1 sny we are satisfied that the privi-
teges of hom. membery and the traditions of
the House will be sate in your hands., I
shall have very muech pleasure in presenting
you 03 our new President to His Excellency
the Governor hefore the House massemb]es
at 3 o’cloek this afternoon,

Sitting suspended from 1281 pam. to § pan.

The PRESIDENT: T have to informn the
House that I have waited upon and have been
presented to MHis Excellency the Governor as
Presidlent-clect of the Legislative Couneil, and
His Excellency has heen pleased to signify
his approval of the choice of the Council.

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPELCH.

His Excellency the Governor cntered the
Couneil Chamber at 3 pan., and the members
af the Legislative Assembly. having also at-
tended in the Chamber obediently to sum-
mons, His Excellency was pleased to deliver
the fellowing Speech:—

Mr., Presiilent and Honourable Members of the
Legislative Couneil—

Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assemhly—

The opening of the Third. Scssion of the
Tenth Parliament of Western Australin fol-
lowa clorely upon the celebration throughout
the British Empire of the signing of Peace,
and youn will be asked to adept a resolution
cxpressing gratitude to Almighty God and
congratulation to His Majesty the King on
the triumph of the allied arms-and of the
aanse of freedom and justice.

In the great work of reconstruction with
which we, in common with the whole civilised
world, arc now eonfronted, my advisers recog-
nise that the first duty of the State is to suit-
ably - repatriate our returning soldiers, anil
hereby to afford those whose eourage and self-
sacrifice have preserved our liberties the widest
opportunity of contributing to the development
ok the country and the happiness of its people,

Whilst the State Government is at all times
anxious tp assist and to co-operate with the
Commonwealth Government in the work of re-
patriation generally, its direct duties arve to
afford the widest scope for land settlement by
returned soldiers, and to extend to them prae-
tical aml effective preference of employment
in the public service,

_ In both these directions every effort is being
made to meet the obligations of the State. The
activities of the department of repatriation—
a gomprehensive review of which will be sub-

My,

. mitted forthwith for your information—are

being stimulated to the utmost.

Asg an aftermath of the war grave industrial
turmoil is manifest in almost all parts of the
world, and my advisers propose to ask Par-
liament to give immediate consideration to this
problem as it applies to Western Australia,
in the firm conviction that the restoration of
amity in the commumity and the peaceful and
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uninterrupted purseit of commerce and indus-
try are the first essentials to individeal and
national well being,

It is recognised that the high cost of living
and the prevalence of unemployment are dis-
turbing factors requiring prompt remedies.
Five years of warfare, necessarily involving
the disruption of industry and finance, the
limitation of wseful production, and the in-
flation of credit, have created adverse com-
ditions that time alone can overcome, but
my advigers are convinced that the high cost
of living is contributed to by the utilisation
of opportunities te extort inequitable profits.

For mueh of this, influences beyond the con-,

trol of the State are responsible; but, in
order to protect consumers against local ex-
Ploitation, you will be asked to pass legisla-
tion giving the Government power, whilst
present abumormal conditions prevail, to regu-
late the prices of commodities, having regard
to the reasonable profits and risks of the pro-
ducer.

Believing that increased praduction—par-
ticularly the local production of many neces-
saries of life now imported from outside the
State—is the only foundation on which the
permanent prosperily of the eountry can be
hased, the Government will nse every effort
to open up land for occupation and use. In
this connection the steady expansion of rural
scttlement, the recent establishment of second-

ary industries clogely sasociated with produe- -

tion from the land, and the prospect of an
abvudant harvest are encouraging ‘evidences
of returning stability. It is the purpose of
the Government, so far as finanecial consider-
ations will permit, to endeavour to cope with
the diffieulty of unemployment by the estab-
iishment of developmental works, and to en-
courage private citizens in the pursuance of
a policy of eonfidence and enterprise.

The construetion of freezing works in qif-
forent parts of the State is expected to lend
stability to our pastoral industry and to con-
tribute to the general introduction of the
soundl system of mixed farming in our agri-
enltural areas.

Notwithstanding great difficulties largely
arising out of war conditions, onr mining in-
custry is still an luportant contributor to
the gold supplies of the Empire, whilst many

" of our base metal deposits offer possibilities
of further profitable exploitation. Our coal
deposits at Collie have been of incaleulabie
benefit to the State during the past five years,
and have afforded a striking illustration of
the advantage of stimulating the development
of loeal supplies of essential requirements.
Help is being afforded to returned soldiers to
prospect the vast and almost unexplored
mineral arcas of the State, and it is hoped
by wise encouragement and assistance to the
industry to do much to restore mining to the
position of presperity it ocenpied a few years
ago. .

My advisers are increasingly impressed
with the great possibilities of further settle-
ment and development of the North-West, and
recognise the responsibility of insuring to
that portion of the State adequate and re-
liable facilities of transit.

In view of the need to increase our present
sparse population the question of immigration
is receiving the consideration of the Gov-
ernment, with due regard to the present re-
sponsihility of absorbing our réturned soldiers
and relieving the mnemployed market. Nego-
tiations are proceeding with the Imperial
Government, and it is hoped that arrange-
ments will be made whereby the State will
he assisted to secure and to satisfactorily
settle upon the land considérable numbers of
Imperial service men.

Bvery effort is being made to cope with
the present cpidemic of pneumonie influenza,
and there are encouraging indications that
the precautions taken by the department, com-
bined with the ready co-operation of the pub-
lie, have bcen gencrally effective.

During the war the empleyment of large
unmbers of medieal men on active service hag
lett many of our country distriets withont
medical -aid, With the restoration of normal
conditions it is hoped that the requirements
of settlers in this respect will be met.

The steady development of the policy of
public eduncation, so essential to the require-
ments of a dewnoeratic community, is being
pursued so far as the necessary limitation of
expenditure will permit. Tt is hoped that, it
will now be found practicable to give further
attention to the important matter of the
systematic medieal cxamination of sehool
ehildren.

Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly-—~

The revenune for the ﬁnanual year just com-
pleted amounted to £4,944,850, and the ex-
penditure to £5,596 865, leavmg a defleiency
on the twelve mcmths operations of £652,014,
and inereasing the aecumulated deﬁcit to
£3,418,470. Now that peace has been restored
it is confidently anticipated that the resump-
tion of normal conditions in our great rev-
enue-earning <epartments, eombined with the
general expansion of business eonsequent upon
inereased production, will lead to a gradual
improvement in our finaneial position,

The financial arrangement which existed
with the Commonwealth during the war period
has practically terminated, and it will be
necessary to revert to the method of obtain-
ing funds for financing the lodn requirements
of the State which existed bhefore the war,
aud preliminary action has been taken in that
direction,

The prineipal funds for carrying into effect
the scheme for the land settlement of returned
goldiers are being supplied by the Common-
wealth Government.

My =advisers are giving ecareful comsidera-
tion to the expiry at the end of the current
financial year of the financial agreement un-
der the Commonwealth Surplus Revenue Act,
1910, and are fully alive to the fact that the
completion of a new agreement on equitable
lines as between the Commonwealth and the
States and as between States and States is
vital to the preservation of the spirit of the
Commonwealth Constitution and to the future
firaneial stability of Wesatern Anstralia.



4 [COUNCIL.]

The Estimates of Revenue and Eyxpénditure
for ile eurrent financial’ year are wew in
course of preparation, and will be submitted

for your consideration as early as pessible.

In the meantime yon will be asked to grant
temporary supplies,

Mr. Pregident and Homourable Members of
the Legislative Couneil—

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the FLegislative
Agsembly—

A large number of measures of greater or
lesser importance to the good govermnent of
the State and the development of its re-

mources have been prepared or are in conrse *

of preparation,

Subject to the determination of my advisers
‘to invite your first consideration to those mat-
ters immodiately connected with the grave
problems with which the State is at present
coutronted, the following, amongst other,
Bills will be submitted as time and opportun-
ity pormit:—

Bill to Regulate the Sale of Commadities,
‘Traffic Bill, Road Act Amendment Bill,
~Justices Act Amendment Bill, Crown Suits
Aet Amendment Bill, Police Act Amendment
Bill, Electoral Agt Amendment Bill, Mid-
land Railway Powers Bill, Pearling Act
Amendment Bill, Shops and Factories Bill,
State Children Act Amendment Bill, Fruit
Cases Bill, Droving Act Amendment Bill,
City of Perth Endowment Lands Bill; and
several continnance Billg,

I now leave you to your labours, trusting
that by the blessing of Divine Providence
ghey may prove of material advantage to the

tate.

[The Governor then retired, and the Presi-
dent resumed the Chair.]

GOVERNOR’'S SPEECH.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of greater
aceurney I have obtained from His Exeel-
lency the Governor copies of the Speech His
Excellency has just delivered, which will be
distributedl among hon. members.

OBITUARY—SIE HENRY BRIGGS.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East): Since the last wect-
ing of this Mouse death has removed one of
whom I am sure it is no flattery to say that
for many years he was its brightest ornament.
The late Sir Henry Briggs was a member of
the Liegislative Council for some 23 years.
For six years he oceupied the office of Chair-
‘man of Committees and for 13 years he pre-
sided over our deliberations with vare dignity
and wisdom, During the past few sessions,
gl of us have noticed from time to time with
deep regret and grave anxiety indications
of failing physical vigour, and we have at the
same time admired the conrage with which
he combated his growing infirmitics and his
devotion to the duties of his office. Those
of us who have been privileged to listen to
the late Sir Henry Briggs on the rare ocea-

sions when he addressed this House or out-
side assemblies must often have regretted that
his occupaney of the office of President de-
prived Parliament of thé services of so bril-
liant a speaker and so clear a reasoner, He
was 2 delightful man to listen to—delightful
Lecanse of his wide voeabulary, kis inimit-
able choice of words and the eternal verity
of his ideas. We all regarded him as an ideal
President because of his firnmess and
kis fairness. It was, I think, his passionate
love of liberty that excited in him so deep
an abhorrence of Jicense. He was one of those
wiio held that the right of free speech im-
plied an obligation to silence on the part
of listeners, and that the observance of
order was the first condition precedent to the
enjoyment of liberty. In his firm Dbut kindly
rile over this Housé he had an easy task
becanse of the respect, the confidence, and
the .affection with which he was regarded by
all members, and because every member
felt that his gwn personal privileges as well
as the traditions of the House were being
upheld in a perfectly impartial and fearless
manuer. There are other memhers, some of
whom sat with the late Sir Henry Briggs
when he was o private member, others who
like myself feel deeply indebted to him for
the kindly help he always extended to new
members, who will desire to say a few words
in support of this motion. May I be per-
witted in conclusion to say that T feel 1 am
expressing the confident belief of all the
mambers of thizs Chamber when I say that in
electing you, Sir, to oceupy the office Sir Henry
Briggs flled so long and with such suceess,
we have assured ourseives that the privileges
of members and the traditions of the House
are i equnlly safe hands. T beg to move—

That this House desires to give expres-

'sion to its deep regret at the death uf ovr
lnte President {Sir Henry Briggs), and
to pluce on record its appreciation of the
services rendered by iim to the Parliament
and the State in the 23 years of his em-
bership, of thia Chamber and more par-
ticularly during the 13 years in which he
presided over its deliberations.

Mon. &ir E. I, WITTENQGOM (North): I
rise with unaffected sorrow to place on record
my regret that the President who has Dbeen
g0 long nmougst us has passed away, His
services in eonnection with this Ifouse have
been in the most eminent Qegree satisfne-
tory. He carried out the duties of President
with stvietness, justice, impartiality, and sin-
gular ability. Owing to his cfforts, the
standlard and the dignity of this House in
lcbates have attained such a level that T have
ne hesitation in  saying it will eompare
favourably with debating assemblages in any
rait of this Commonwealth. It is perhaps of
a singnlar fitness that I should be cne of
those associated with the motion proposed by
the Colonial Sceretary, becanse it was under
my augpices that the late Sir Henry Briggs
entered Parliaoment. Tt was in the year 1896,
or 1897, he made his debut; and at that time
I had the honour of oceupying the position
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so ably filled at present by Mr, Colebatch as
leader of the Legislative Council. I well re-
mentber the trepidation and anxiety of the
late Sir Henry Briggs when he was ealled
upon to undertake the task of proposing ‘the
Address-in-reply. In referring to officials of
Parliament, and L may algo add to members
of Parliament, T am put in mind of a little
book which has been.for a long time before
the publie, called ‘‘Ships that pass in the
Night,”? and T am pleased to think, in this
instance, that our late President has left be-
hind him a wake which will always redounid
to his honour and credit. During the long
tinie 1 have been in Parliament I have seen
members come and go. The position of a
member of Parliament is ephemeral, and to
a large extent uncertain, depending in a con-
sitierable degree on the wavering opinion of
electors, who, I think, always have a sunenk-
ing regard for change. Our late President
was of a kind and genial nature, but owing to
his indisposition of late years he could take
little part in social matters.. The leader of
tha Hotise has spoken so fully and so well
with regard to our late President that it
leaves little to add. It has been a great
satistaction to me that T have been able to
add my tribute, and alse to secind the
motion before the House. In conclusion, T
feel sure that T am expressing the feeling of
all the members of this Chamber with respect
to onr departed colleague when T express the
hope that for ever may he rest in peace.
Hon. R. J. LYNN (West): As senior
member for the West Province, and as a eol-
league of the late Sir Henry Briggs, 1 desire
to add my quota of appreciation of the ser-
vices rendered by the late gentleman to his
provinge and to the State. It will be within
the knowledge of many that Sir Henry Briggs
eame to Western Australia with high scholas-
tie attainments. He came here at a time when
it was most cssential that such a valuable
asset as was possessed by him ‘ghonld he im-
parted to a young community, and he freely
imparted that which he possessed. To-day
his influence is refiectad in many of our best
citizens throughout the length and breadth of
Western Australia. The late Sir Henry
Briggs wns a genial and warm-hearted gen-
tleman, and it was given only to those closely
associpted with him to know of the many
valuable gifts which he bestowed, and which
I am sorry to say many in the West Provinee
miss from lis kindly handa to-day. He was
a true and loyal colleague. When I entered
this House as junior member for the West
Province he gave from the wide experience
which hg possessed that generous advice
which at all times is so essential to younger
members. And that adviee was not confined
to hig junior colleagues, hut was freely im-
parted to every member of the Chamber, irre-
apective of political erced or opinion. I rve-

colleet that in the early days of Responsible

Government Sir Henry, Briggs ably advo-
cated many 'measures, and so helped in no
small degree to mould the public mind of
Western Australin, It was at that time he
gathered vound him so large a circle of
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{riends. His name will last in remembrance
and esteem, with the deepest respect and the
most loyal affection of all those amongst
whom he moved. Personally, I deplore the
loss to the State of the late Sir Henry Briggs,
and as one of his eclosest personal friends 1
regret extremely the loss of a friendship that
was absolutely loyal and true. Little more
can be added to the graceful tribute paid to
the meniory of Sir Henry Brigge by the
mover aud the seconder of this motion. 'L
add my quota, with a feeling of deep regret
that the oceasion arises for it to-day.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South): May I
add owe stone to the cairn of respect raised
by hon. members to our late President. He
is dead, which must inevitably have been ex-
pected, as the late gentleman had reached
aml passed the allotted span of life. I
deeply regret his loss, for two reasons: One
is that Sir Feury RBriggs rcpresented the
type of man that is bhard to find to-day.
The type is disappearing of the man of free-
dom of thought and freedom of action, and,
above all, of love of toleranee. 1 also regret
Sir Honry Briggs’ death beeanse in the de-
misc of our late President T have lost one of

ymy clogest persenal friends. Well do T re-

wember how on entering this Chamber I felt
something wrong with my knecs, being over-
awgd koth by the solannity of the House
and the seeming austerity of the President.
However, I soon learnt that beneath the ap-
parent austerity there was a kindly feeling
md a kind heart, I am ot qualified to
speak of our late President as other hon.
imembers are, sinee my acguaintance with him
has extended over only seven years. How-
ever, T. think those who have been throungh
the mill must have arrived at the conclusion
that trve friendship, like true love, does. not
take yearg to make. In conclusion, let me
again express my deep regret at the death of
Sir Henry Briggs, and let me say that you,
Sir, in following him have a hard task to
perforin.  Still, T feel that though Sir Henry
Brigga ia no more, you, Mr. President, will
ahly uphold the traditions which he has left
to this House.

Hon, J' W, HICKEY (Central): I wish
briefly to add my tribute to the memory of
the late Sir Henry Briggs, who presided over

. this Chamber with such distinet and marked

ability for -n period of 13 years. The late
President was generally recognised hy all
sections  of the community a3 one of
naturg’s gentlemen. In  joining in the
general expression of regret; we all feel more

‘than a pang that the President has not been

permitted to be here to-day when the curtain
has just been rung down on the greatest war
of history. It would have been indeed fitting
had Sir Henry Briggs been spared to pre-
side over a 'meeting of this House in such
cirenmatances. I trust the soil will rest
lizhtly on him. T hope that we who cherish
hia memory will follow the example 'he has
set up for our guidance, so that when our
time come’ our memory may obtain at least
some of that respect which the memory of
the deceased gentleman evokes to-day.
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The PRESIDENT: Before I put to you
the motion which has been proposed and

seconded and supported, T may, perhaps, be

allowed to express my own deep regrei at
the termination of a very long friendship
between the late President and myself. We
came into the Legislature of the State within
a few wonths of onc another. It fell to my
Jot—I have always loocked upon this as one
of- the greatest happinesses I have enjoyed—
to be n good deal associated with the honour-
able anQ distinguished gentleman who has
pagsed from amongst us into the shadows., He
wag, u8 has been pointed out, an arresting
personality; and in searching through the
pages of listory for someone who was a
prototype of our latc President it has always
oecurred to me that Dr. Samuel Johnson ap-
proximated more nearly in character and at-
tainments to the late President than anyone
1 can think ef. I suppose in the life of every
man there is some ever sounding underlying
keynote, some watchword which rings ever
and always in his ears, impeliing him to the
course of action which be takes throughout his
life; and I have always thought that the key-
note of the late President’s life, the watch-
word of his aim and career, was ‘‘Know-
ledge,’’ the gaining of knowledge for himself
and the imparting of knowledge to- others.
Great are the opportunities and great the res-
ponsibility—too often, alas! not adequately
rocognised—of those who shape and mould
the minds and characters of our youths. Ti
nrogt have been graitfying to the late Sir
Henry Briggs to see amongst ail branches of
activity and in all walks of life men who as
boys had been nnder his care. T mourn the
termination of a long friendship, T4 will be
always a source of pride to me that that
friendship lasted for so many years, 1t will
be a matter of greater pride, mingled with a
sense of the deepest responsibility, that other
members of this Mouse have thought me
worthy to follow, as President, at however
great a distance, the footsteps of that gentle-
man who bas gone before me, who trod with
footsteps nnfaltering and undeviating the
path of FParliamentary rectitude for the 13
years during which he filled the office of
President. I will ask hon. members, as n
mark of respect to pass this motion standing
in their places. -

Question put and passed; members stand-
.l'ﬂg.

MOTION—PEACE.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Colebateh—Tast}: T move—

That a joint message from both Houses
of Parliament be transmitted to His Ma-
jesty the King, expresging deep and gincere
gratitude to Almighty God on the consum-
mation of a righteows and victorious peace,
and congratulations on the suceess at arms
of the British and Allied Nations.

I am sure no weak words of mine are neces-
gsary to commend this motion to the accept-
anee of hon. members. As the text of the

motion indicates, a similar motion iz being.

submitted in another place.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER (Honorary Min-
isler}: [ seeond the motion,
Question put and passed.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT,
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

" H. P, Colgbatch—East): In order to assert

and maintain the undoubted rights and pri-
vileges of this House to initiate legislation,
T move, without notice, for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend the Health Aet, 1019,

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
flrst time,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Pirst Day.
Hon, A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban): I move—
hat the following address be presented
to His Exeellency in reply to the Speech
lie has been.pleased to deliver to us:—
‘‘May it please Your Excellency, We, the
wembers of the Legislative Gouneil of the
Porlinment of the State of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament assembled, beg to ex-
press our loyalty to onr Most Gracions Sov-
ereign and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech yon have been pleased to de-
liver to Parliament.’’
May I take this opportunity of expressing
my accordance with the sentiments that have
fallen from the various speakers on the loss
this Couneil has sustained in the death of our
late President, Sir Henry Briggs, who pre-
gided over our deliberations for so many years
with rare dignity and impartiality? As the
mouthpiece of this Couxneil, on many public
occasions his fine presence and dignified
bearing, and the sonorous periods with which
he was wout to clothe the thoughts of a mind
richly stored with learning and wisdom, addei

* o lugtre to this House and to the Chair he

s¢ ably filled. May I also tender te you, Sir,
my felicitations on your having been chosen
by your fellow members to occupy the place
of one whom. we so deeply revered, a place
which jou are so well qualified to adorn? It
is fitting that on this pecasion I should fol-

_low our usual practice in weleoming new mem.

hers. We have amougst us to-day one whom
the efcctors of the West Pravince have chosen
to succeed the late Sir Henry Briggs. The
new member will find the atmosphere of this
House more sereme and less clectrically
charged than the hustings; and he will find
also that within these walls we manage to
respect those with whom we politically differ,
believing that cach of ug is animated with
the same object and working for the same end,
namely, the good of the people and the ad-
vangement of the State. The period throngh
which the British Empire has lately passed
has been, without doubt, the most momentous
in its annals. The bonb cast at Sarajeve
started a conflagration the like of which the
world had never before experienced, The war
was waged with a violence probably un-
equalled before, and certainly in a manner



which we had hoped Christianity, the march
of eivilisation, and the spirit of that humani-
tavianism which was the distinguishing cha-
racteristic of the nineteenth century, had ban-
ished for ever from our midst. But, to the
astonishment of the student, the reverse was
the ease, The war was waged with a fury
which showed how little the passions of men
had been changed in the course of centuries.
-During that anxious time the best elements
in our midst were praying for the hush of
politieal strife. Only by united effort, it was
apparent, eould be overeome the malignant
forces threatening our very existence. A
divine providence erowned the heroic efforts
of the Empire’s sons, and by the valour of
all the Allied forces a signal vietory was
achieved. But at what coat? WNearly a mil-
Jion of the best young manhood of the Em.
pire have been slain, Probably an equal nom-
ber have been erippled for life. Vast wealth
lias heen dissipated in creating machinery
useful only for war. TIandustry has been
erippled and the minds of men have heen
disturbed and torn from tlieir peaceful rou-
tine. Like a mighty river they are every-
where breaking from the channels which
hitherto restrained them. Great nations have

heen overwhelmed and for the moment sub-.

merged by the mad torremt, Which of us
has any clear coneeption as to the condition
of the component parts of what were once
the - Rusgian, the Austrian, and the Turkish
BEmpires? To many these considerations may
scem reinote from the particular circumstance
in which this State is placed. But it is not
s0. We are experiencing the outer ripple,
the agitation produced on the outskirts hy
the mighty tornado which is raging through-
out the world, the centre of the cyeclonie dis-
turbance being Russia. The world is on the
verge of a cataclysm. Tt is beeause T hold
these views that T plead to-day for unity.
Only by unity did we win the war; only
Ly unity can we solve the difficult problem
of reconstruction, whereby men and women
of all classes may enjoy the fruits of their
Jabour, and the security of the realm he
maintained.  The problems probably present
themselves to most of us in these terms:
Firgt, industrial and social unurest; second,
the high cost of living, These two are inter-
dependent. To what causes ig the high cost
of living mainly attributable Undoubtedly
te the scarcity of commodities. And this is
‘brought about in various ways. In the first
place some 20 to 30 millions of men for the
past five years have been diverted from useful
production and mainly engaged in secking to
slay one another. Probably an cqual number

have been employed providing clothing, food,

and equipment necessary to these huge armies
engaged in slaughtering. Large areas of
highly productive land have been laid waste,
large centres of industry destroyed. Huge
quantitiés of commodities, through the agency
of the torpedo, have been sent to find a rest-
ing place at the bottom of the sea, there to
be followed by a large proportion of ship-
ping, the machinery of distribution, while
another large proportion of shipping has been
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engaged in tranaferring men instead of
matferial. Can it be wondered at that there
is an extreme shortage of commodities all

over the world? But this original discase is

made worge by varicus other bacteria which
are known to pathologists as secondary in-
vaders. The firat one is the ‘‘parigiticus
profiteeri’’ and the second one the bacillus
ffatrikii,’’ an organism as venewmous as the
rattle snake, which strikes quickly, strikes
hard, and strikes all. Profiteering is un-
doubtedly harmful, but it does net diminish
the world’s output of any particular com-
modity profiteered, although it may injuri-
ously affert correlated industries. It is also
harmful because unjust to the consumer, and
it breeds discontent. Undoubtedly it iz «
iertile source of the world’s unrest to-day.
Tt is hecause T regard profiteering in this

tight that I weleome the determination of

the @Qoverminent to bring in a measure de-
signed to check excess profits,

Hon, J, Cornell: We had that four years
ago.
gI-Iou. A.J. H. SAW: But it lapsed on that
occasion. In normal times interferenec with
supply and demand is, I think, harmful
When commeodities are scarce priees rise,
thereby cheeking waste and inducing ecopomy
in, theiv use. [Furthermore, the increase of
prices stimulates production until finally the
equilibrinm_between supply and demand is
restored. But the present times are not nor-
mal. Take for instance the recent rise here
in the price of meat. This was not duc to
any shortage of meat in the State, but was
a temporary shortage in the South due to
difficulty in getting supplies fro'm the North-
West, owing to the shipping strike. Further-
more, so paradoxical are conditions at pre-
sent that whilst ounr granaries are filled to
overflowing, the price of bread is rising.
Under these circuwmgtances I think we must
agree thdat the machinery of adjestment be-
tween sopply and demand has broken down,
and therefore the agitation for price fixing
is justified. Awnother cavse of the high cost
of living i3 undoubtely the inflation of the
curreney. In the United Kingdom the cor-
rent notes now amount to the enormous sum
of 350 wmillions—and that issne is being in-
creased month by month—as against a total
goldl reserve of only £28,500,000. All ecomno-
mists are agreed that every additional in-
crease in currency notes diminishes their pur-
chaging power. It must be remembered that
this addition fo our currency is no iucrease
in the wealth of the community. The print-
ing ‘press cannot ecreate wealth, no wmatter
what good it may do in other diroctions. The
inflation of the curvency is dangerously de-
ceptive hecause it gives rise to an apparent
inerease in wealth and creates an exaggerated
idea of the proaperity of the ecommumity. In |
Russia this has been carried to such lengths
that the value of the rouble has fallen from
2s. 1d. in normal times to the value of 1144d.
of our money. A reel of cotton in Russia
costs 30 Toubles, which would have been
equivalent, before the war, to £3, A pack of
common playing catds, which are a Govern-
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ment monopoly, costs 15 roubles, and & suit
of eclothes is worth 800 roubles. It is im-
possible to get a 8uit of clothes in Russia

without a permit from the Governmenf. That,

permit, though isswed free, guarantees spoils
to the vietors, and can be sold in Russia for
700 roubles. The financial condition of the
State is giving cause for considerable anxi-
cty. TLast year we had a deficit of £650,000.
We cannot, of course, compare our deficit
with that of Russia, a country beloved by Mr.
Walsh and various citizens of Townaville, who
wish to establish a Soviet Government here. I
find that the expenditure for 1918 in Russia
was 47 thousand million roubles and the
defieit 43,000 million roubles, the income be-
ing only 4,000 million roubles. It is desirable
that the proper relationship between income
and expenditure shonld be restored as early
as possible, in order that our credit may re-
main good and our solvency be unimpaired.
Bot we must not be led into any finaneial
scare or panie. We must think of the causes
which have been undetlying any deficit. For
the last five years about a tenth of our popu-
lation, and that the wmost virile and produetive,
has been withdrawn from useful production
and been away at the Front, The services
of these men there have been beyond price,
but from the point of view of the revenne
they cannot Dbe regarded as prodocers. An-
other cause of the defieit is the erippling of
onr induostries. The important industries
of timber and pearling have been (uite
crippled becanse of the war. All of our in-
dustries have snffered from shortage of la-
bour, difficulties of getting supplies, and diffi-
cntties of transport. So far, none of .our
guccessive Governments appear to have been
capable of adjusting our finanees. The rea-
gon, [ take it, is that the population of the
State is teo amall for the burdens put upon
it. The cost of administering this hnge area
is too great, and the only real remedy lies in
ing¢reasing our population. At present we
have a goldei opportonity which may never
eome again, The unsettling effeets of the
war have been such that the minds of men
in the Old Country are being turned towards
emigration, and ive mugt take eare that no
finaneinl stringenéy allows this tide to be
deflected. We must see that our returning
soldiers are justly and generously dealt with,
and at the same time try to aitract men
and women of the right stamp to come to
these shores. There is another reason con-
nected with defence, and why it is necessary
for us to emeourage immigration. For the
moment we are safe, sheltered by the might
of the naval forces of the Empire, but it
wonld be folly for us to imagine that this
security is going to last for ever. Do we suffi-
ciently realise what might have been the fate
.of Australia and the British Fmpire during
the great war, if one of our Allies had played
ns false? In spite of intrigues from Germany
she remained trne to her word, but other con-
ditions may oeenr, T was sorry to see at the
conférence in Sydney receiitly of the ALP.
three important platforms were adépted in
eonjunction; first, a White Australia; sec-

ond, the eultivation of an Australian as op-
posed to an Imperial sentiment; and, third,
the abolition of compulsory service for home
defence. The first plank, a White Australia,
gives offence to our fellow saubjects in India,
and also to the Chinese and Japanese, The
object of the second one must undoubtedly
he to weaken the ties of Empire. As to the
third, we are told by a returning delegate
that it was adopted almost without discus-
gion. In the meantime the Japanese are
speaking of increasing their army divisions
and their navy, and yet an important section
of onr people proposes to abolish eompulsory
defenee. The Romans had a saying, ‘‘Those
whom the gods wish to destroy they first
make. mad.’’ I understand it is not the in-
tention of the Government to inerease taxa-
tion. T know that taxation is high, and that
the people here have to bear the hurden of
bhoth State and Federal taxation. Possibly
the finaneial advisers consider that inereased
taxation weuld do more harm than good by
increasing our financial stringency and erip-
pling our industries. T cannot pose as a
financinl expert, but my observations do not
support their views. On my retnrn to Aus-
tralia I find the same pursuit of pleasure, the
same reckless expenditure on luxuries, and
the same extravagance that existed before
the war, I would weleome any measure that
would reduce the cost of living. We must
remember that Western Aunstralia depends on
its primary industries, and that our pros-
perity: depends on what we can get out of
or take off the land—gold and other minerals,
inelnding eoal. T am glad to see that there
is a prospect of our coal being more largely
used in the futnre, The Germans have dis-
covered a method of ,creating clectrical
power from their brown eoal, and what the
(Germang ean do we can do. Besides things
in the ground we have our crops, fruit,
timber, and our flocks and herds and their
produce.  These mmst be the main stay
of this country for many a long day to come,
until our population inereases sufficiently to
enable us to become a manufacturing centre.
We are uot in the happy position of those
South Sea Islanders who manage to make a
living by taking in each other’s seanty wash-
ing. Wi must depend largely upon our ex-
ports, and that being so it is obvicus that
the price which we can afford to pay for
labour is limited. We have to compete in the
markets of the world, When the farm ceases
to show a ploﬂt the farmer will cease to
extend his eperations and to bring more land
under cultivation. As soon as that profit is
tonverted into a loss the farm will fall out
of cultivation and rack and miin will ensue.
High wages, out of proportion to the value
of the labour rendered, cammot be the sov-
ereign remedy for the evils of the State, but
rather should we seek an improvement by
torning our attention to lessening the cost
of living, T am sorry to take up the time of
the House with these truiams, but there seems
to be an opinion abroad that there is some
fortunatus’ purse called capital, on which we
can live without work., The eminent econo-
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mist, W. H, Mallock, in his production en-
titled ¢“Wages, War, and Capital,’’ comes to
the conclusion that if the aunval savings of
the United Kingdom were divided equally
between the inhabitants of the United King-
dom it would only increase their income by
£4 per lead; or to put it another way, if the
ingome from the investment of the home capi-
tal in. the United Kingdom were divided
amongst the inbabitants therein, it would
only mean £7 per head. There is no royal
road to prosperity, and there is no quack
panacea or curc-all for the evils of poverty
or (isease. Their causes lie deep rooted in
lman nature, Wige legislation has done
much in the past but there remains still much
more to be done. The vielent dislocations of
industry only defeat their own ends by dimin-
ishing production, enhancing prices and de-
creasing employment, 1 am glad to hear that
the Government, in conjunection with a vigor-
oud land poliey, intend to start an agricul-
tural college. A scientific edneation is as
necessary for the farmer as for any other
professional man. Tt quiekens the interest in
country life, besides rendering the land more
productive.  If we wish to attract people to
the land and arrest the constant exodus which
is taking place from the land into the towns,
we must do so by rendering country life more
varied and more interosting. T hope the Gov-
ernment will be able to do something in the
way of higher education for the toiler in the
citics. The number of students at our Uni-
versity has increased frdm 184 in 1913 to
400 in 1918, and there is every prospect of
a fwrther increase next year. If these figures
are increased it may be necessary to ang-
ment both the accommodation and the staff,
as a result of which a larger expenditure will
he required wpon the University. The Uni-
tversity has been starved in equipment and
hnildings since its inception. I am not one
of those who think that money spent on
higher edueation is wasted. 1 believe that
the future of democracy depends on the
amelioration of the lot of the masses of the
peoplé and upen their higher education. Dur-
ing the war the battle cry has been to make
the world safe for democracy. The problem
presenting itself te us now is how fo make
democracy safe for the world, If there
is to he any permanent- improvement
in  our condition it ean only come
about by raising the moral, wmental,
and  physieal statns of our people.
It may surprise hon. members to know that
in London and Leeds more money is spent on
eduecation proportionately than in this State,
whilst in the United States of Ameriea even
donble our amount per head of the popula-
tion has been expended. The Government in-
tend, I believe, to ask Parliament to continve
the cxisting hours for the sale of aleoholic
liguors, namely, from 9 to 9, In 1921 the
subject of liguor reform will be submitted to
a local option vote, and it iz to be desired
that a solution of the evils of excessive drink-
ing will be found. T do not regard total
prohibition as a satisfactory solution, heecause
T consider it to be an unwarranted interfer-

ence with the enjoyment of the people, and
turthermore, I believe it will bring in its
train worse evils in the way of sly grog
selling, bad liguor, secret drinking, and the
increased consumption of such harmful drugs
as cocaive apd morphia.  The experiments
being carried out, in the United States will
ke watched with interest by all lovers of
temperance. Nor am I satisfied with the
present condition of things whereby men and
women ruih their bodies and minds and be-
come a burden to the State. I believe that
reasonable temperance reform will ineclude
Btate control of hotels, the lessening of the
aleoholic contents of wines and beers, and a
further redwetion of hours. I would plead
with all my power for a greater spirit of
tolerance and good will in owr midst. Dur-
ing ‘the past five years a heroism has been
shown unexcelled at any period of the world’s
history. In the storm of shot and shell on
the narrow beach at Aizizae Cove, Where men
wagting from dysentery kept their posts, in
the trenches of Framce and Flanders, in the
cold and wet, and where hell itself seemed to
have let loose its fury, in the stifling heat,
dust, and malaria of the Jordan Valley, on
sea ahd on land, a courage and endurance
have hecen shown which have immortalised
the name of Anstralia. .¥ietory has been won
and Peace declared. Let us not by our in-
ternal dissensions throw away the fruits of
Victory, but let us resolve that the same high
courage and self-sacrifice shall conseerate our
Inbours in solving the diffienlt problems of
Peace. )

Hon, J. F. ALLEN (West):
second the motion.

On motion by Hon. R, J. Lynn debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 4.20 D

I formally
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snant to proelamation, which was read by the
Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grant).



